
Meeting of the Board, Bancroft Neighborhood Association 
Thursday, August 10, 2017 

 
Present: Kate Roarty, Nicole Falk, Neal Baxter, Dan Gilchrist, Joanne Jongsma, Brenna Galvin, Keith Twist 
 
President Kate called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Neal moved the agenda; Dan seconded. Approved. 
 
Approval of Minutes--Neal Baxter 
Brenna moved to approve the June minutes; Nicole seconded. Approved. 
 
Treasurer's Report—Dan Gilchrist 
The 990EZ form and the State charity annual report both look in order.  
Dan moved to approve the 2016 Federal Tax statement; Brenna seconded. Approved. 
 
Green Initiatives Report—Neal Baxter 
The committee has lost a member lately, with the departure of Becky Raymond to Grand Marais. 
On July 17 Neal and 3 others hosted a class on weeds. At least 60 people attended, and heard about weeds and gardening 
practices at The Meridian Garden and The Tiny Diner. We have another 65 people signed up for another class on weeds on 
August 28. Also, on August 14, The Meridian and The Tiny will host 20 teens from Pillsbury House, who will share the 
work with us at both gardens. 
The University of Minnesota Extension Service put 2 stink bug traps in The Meridian recently, in order to monitor and 
study the spread of this invasive species. The U also installed traps last summer. 
Neal made a sign and installed it along 38th Street. It's a make-shift paper sign, photocopies stapled to an old political lawn 
sign. We continue to look for someone to build a permanent sign for the orchard. 
Hosmer & Nokomis libraries will start seed libraries in the fall. Details forthcoming. 
Many more neighbors have picked fruit this year than did last year. News that the fruit is for everyone is getting around! 
 
Business Nodes & Crime Wave—Kate Roarty 
The corner of 38th & Chicago has seen a spike in crime recently. A shooting and at least 2 robberies are known to us. A 
neighborhood meeting about this trend will happen at 9 AM on Tuesday, August 15, at 3715 Chicago. Joanne attended a 
similar meeting in June, and found the new beat patrolman was keen to help the neighbors with problems that arise.  
The board discussed other measures that would help fight crime: reviving the block leader program, paying for a more 
effective camera on the corner, enlisting the help of Karen Notsch, the neighborhood police liaison.  
 
National Night Out also came up for discussion. A consensus developed that the board should, before next summer, decide 
what we want volunteers to help with (join the Board or the committees, become block leaders, what-not). Then we should 
make every effort to recruit neighbors at National Night Out, and at the Ice Cream Social. 
This year's Social was well-attended, and the petting zoo was a big hit. The line for ice cream was too long. 
 
Nicole suggested hosting a candidate forum in October, especially as the 8th Ward seat is contested.  
 
Neal moved to adjourn; Joanne seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
 


