
Meeting of the Board, Bancroft Neighborhood Association 
Thursday, October 8, 2015 

 
Present: Neal Baxter, Julie Zamora, Joe Hatch, Catherine Mandle, Josh Casey. Jess Rosenfeld, Matt Toburen, Keith Twist; 
Luke Stultz, Community Organizer; 
 
President Hatch called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM. 
 
Approval of the Agenda—Joe Hatch 
Neal moved to approve the agenda, as amended; Matt seconded. Approved. 
 
Approval of the September Minutes—Neal Baxter 
Matt moved to approve the minutes; Julie seconded. Approved. 
 
CourageousHearts—Kara Bennett 
Ms Bennett is on the board of CourageousHearts, which BNA has supported. She and other board members are attending 
neighborhood board meetings, in order to engage with the organization's neighbors. 
She invited BNA to find a Bancroft resident to join the board of CourageousHearts, which serves 10-18 year olds as a youth 
center and an after-school arts program. The staff is all volunteer, and oversight is provided by the board of directors and a 
youth board. An ideal board member would embrace the organization's vision of using art to heal trauma.  
How can BNA partner with CourageousHearts? By providing a table at BNA's annual meeting in February. Also, by 
promoting CH's art day, on Oct. 24.  
Board meetings take place on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from 6:30 -8:30 PM. 
 
Outreach Committee-Catherine Mandle 
Our recent bike event was a terrific success! Six adults and countless children rode for 2 miles through Bancroft. The 
weather was wonderful. We'll host another bike rally in the spring. Next time we'll provide snacks, and cocoa. 
Note that BNA's Fire Safety event will take place on Oct. 24 from 11-1 PM. The Red Cross, artists and other presenters will 
attend. The Red Cross will hand out smoke detector vouchers; BNA will provide hot cider, healthy snacks and cookies. 
Plans are also underway for the Annual Meeting. 
 
Green Initiatives Committee-Neal Baxter 
On Sept. 19, Neal & Luke were the guests of Karen Olson Johnson & Laura Hedlund of radio station AM 950. The four of 
us talked for an hour on their program, Food Freedom Radio, about the Meridian Garden and about changing the food 
economy in general. The station's website has a link to the program. 
Also on Sept. 19, a dozen people interested in permaculture joined Neal at the Meridian for a conversation  about operating 
an urban orchard. The group arrived on their bicycles, and had already visited 3 other permaculture sites in south 
Minneapolis.  
On November 7, the Meridian Garden will close for the season. I urge all interested parties to stop by and help prepare the 
Meridian for a long winter. 
At Bethel church,  a delightful garden day was had by all on September 26. The plots in the churchyard need to be clean and 
vacated by October 31. 
 
Housing Committee-Matt Toburen 
The committee will look through the vacant house at 1115 East 40th Street on October 13 at 6 PM. All neighbors can join us. 
Acanthus Floral has applied for a Commercial Improvement matching grant. Acanthus will spend $11,000 on gutters, the 
roof, etc.; the grant will cover $5000 of the cost. Matt moved to approve the application; Neal seconded. Approved. 
 
3801 Bloomington continues to vex, intrigue and puzzle the neighborhood. The committee whimsically proposed to install a 
giant chess board on the site. Long-term solutions await us. 
 
Staff Report—Luke Stultz 
Karen Notsch of 3rd Precinct informs us that crime has dropped in Bancroft.  
City Elections will not split this precinct in two, as they proposed. Instead, to help process heavy turnout, the office will 
train more election judges. 
Qi House, 41st  & Chicago, is open for business. The board recently approved their application for a grant for windows. 
Open Gym has a new yoga teacher for Monday evenings, in Bethel church. 
The annual Garage Sale (Sept. 19) was a great success, with 36 households participating. BNA's sale in front of Bethel 



church raised $89.50. 
Fitness 19 will not open next to Jardin Magico, in the old bowling alley on Bloomington Avenue. Disagreement with the 
corporate office led the franchise to withdraw from the project. No news yet of an alternative tenant. 
 
Neal moved to adjourn; Matt seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
 
 
 


