
   Meeting of the Board, Bancroft Neighborhood Association 
     Thursday, June 11, 2015 
 
Present: Neal Baxter, Josh Casey, Geneva Finn, Kyle Gaffaney, Dan Gilchrist, Matt Toburen, Keith Twist, Julie Zamora; 
Luke Stultz, Community Organizer 
 
Treasurer Kyle Gaffaney called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM. 
 
Approval of the Agenda—Kyle Gaffaney 
Matt moved to approve the agenda; Keith seconded. Approved. 
 
Approval of the May Minutes—Neal Baxter 
Josh moved to approve; Dan seconded. Approved. 
 
Treasurer's Report—Kyle Gaffaney 
BNA received a $5 donation from Amazon, thanks to a donation icon on their website. 
Finances are in order. Neal moved to approve the report; Josh seconded. Report accepted and filed. 
 
Outreach Committee—Luke Stultz 
Committee met last week, at a local ice cream parlor. Planning the Ice Cream Social was the focus. Committee meets again 
on June 17. 
 
Green Initiatives Committee—Neal Baxter 
Volunteer interest in the Meridian Garden is keen. Several neighbors come by to work whenever they have a spare minute. 
Meanwhile, scientists are taking note of this spot, too. A group at the U of Minnesota has chosen the Meridian to study an 
expected infestation of stink bugs. Others with water engineering know-how are building water traps to catch rain water 
from the roofs next door. Praying mantises should arrive soon, thanks to another interested party. The Meridian is lush, 
green and flourishing. 
A plot in Bethel's church yard has opened up, and vegetables will be planted there, for all to enjoy! 
 
Housing and Commercial Development Committee—Matt Toburen 
We need to move monies earned from one home loan program to another. Neal moved to reinvest $3218. 97 from Program 
Incomes into Deferred Loans; Geneva seconded. Approved. 
Geneva suggested knocking on doors to promote the Deferred Loan, which is a wonderful program. 
 
Blueprint for Equitable Engagement draft & Guidelines for Review of NRP Funds—Luke Stultz 
The Blueprint is the latest scheme from the NCR to promote diversity and inclusivity among the neighborhood associations. 
After 2 years drafting the plan, NCR wants our comments and suggestions, by July 13. Discussion followed, and Luke will 
draft a letter with our insights. 
The NCR Guidelines will set contracting and spending thresholds for NRP funds. The Board found the proposal confusing 
and wondered whether BNA meets the 85% spending rate the document mandates (not yet). We still have a sizable amount 
of NRP funds stashed in our budget, esp. in Commercial Development, Housing and Neighborhood Events.  
 
Staff Report—Luke Stultz 
BNA pays $24 per month for garbage pick up at the Meridian Garden's trash cans. Commercial enterprises cannot pay the 
fare for this, so Luke asked the board if someone would volunteer to pay. BNA will reimburse. Neal agreed to this. 
The 38th & Chicago Festival will happen on June 13, from 11-4. 
Bethel has applied to receive 2 Step Up interns (teenagers) to work a few hours a week. Luke hopes the kids will be 
interested in work in The Meridian Garden, amongst other tasks. 
When shall we host the annual Garage Sale? The Board chose mid-September. 
The Bush Foundation has awarded Urban Arts a $200,000 grant to train youth “ambassadors” among poor and non-English 
speaking populations, who will promote leadership and other worthy goals. BNA will assist Urban Arts in this 
Neighborhood Youth Navigator program, says the grant proposal, but apparently our help will be unpaid. We need to learn 
more about this project. 
Luke also passed out the draft he wrote, at the Executive Committee's request, of the job description for his position. The 
Executive Committee will vote on this draft soon.  
 
New Business 



The building at 3801 Bloomington will be demolished in late July, according to City staff. The board discussed how to warn 
those living nearby. 
Next board meeting will take place on August 13. 
The Bethel Church quilt group has nearly finished the quilt they've prepared for BNA! 
In July a meeting will be held to discuss the future of Hiawatha golf course. 
 
Neal moved to adjourn; Julie seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 8:29 PM. 
 


