
Meeting of the Board, Bancroft Neighborhood Association 
     Thursday, February 12, 2015 
 
Present: Neal Baxter, Banio Carpenter, Josh Casey, Geneva Finn, Joe Hatch, Lisa Lindstrom, Catherine Mandle, Jess 
Rosenfeld. Matt Toburen, Julie Zamora; Luke Stultz, Community Organizer; Rebecca Lawrence, guest 
 
President Hatch called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM. 
 
Approval of the Agenda—Joe Hatch 
Neal moved to amend the agenda, to allow Rebecca Lawrence to address the Board before approval of the minutes; Matt 
seconded. Approved. 
 
38th & Chicago Business Association—Rebecca Lawrence 
Rebecca is the newly hired Membership Coordinator of the Association, hired with a Great Streets Business District 
Support grant to build the membership. She asked the Board what we wanted to know about the B.A., and discussion 
followed. 
Neal: what do we get for our dues? Here's what I see could be done with them. 
Banio: to justify the $400 hike over the dues asked of businesses. 
Luke: There needs to be a reason to join, something the City doesn't do for us. Also, the neighborhood associations have 
been asked to carry out too much of the BA's work.  
Joe: I've discussed strategic budgeting and plans with the leadership. The lack of vision and structure hurts the BA. 
RL: the BA has 21 members, including the 4 neighborhood associations. 
Jess: the 48th & Chicago Assoc. markets itself with seasonal banners, etc., that call attention to it. 
Joe: the image of “38th & Chicago” hurts the BA. 
Neal: can the BA show that the June street festival attracts new membership? Or even new customers? 
Jess: does the BA market empty spaces? 
Luke: the new Pop Up grant will do that, with 1-month art shows in vacant spaces. 
After Rebecca left, discussion ensued over whether to pay the dues, or some portion, and whether the BNA should attach 
expectations to be met before paying the dues next year. 
Matt moved to approve the $500 dues to the 38th & Chicago Business Association (and on a friendly amendment) along 
with a letter laying out specific expectations; Lisa seconded. Approved, Geneva abstained. 
 
Approval of the January Minutes—Neal Baxter 
Matt moved approval; Jess seconded. Approved. 
 
2015 Visioning Session—Joe Hatch 
The Board discussed how to implement BNA's mission in 2015. The following ideas came forward: 
 
Activities    Development 
ice cream social    building our volunteer base 
garage sale twice a year   fix 1 commercial property 
Meridian Fall Festival   a sign to promote events (maybe in Neal's yard) 
National Night Out presence  door-to-door organizing, esp. for specific needs 
Annual Meeting in late winter  focus on Park Board issues 
garden clean up    promoting the Board's work at our events 
yoga/open gym     
Earth Day clean up    
Monday in the Meadows 
an event every month 
 
These committees were proposed to carry the work forward: Green Initiatives, Outreach & Events and Housing & 
Commercial Development. 
 
Neal moved to table the SUN Project and Luke's Review, Banio seconded. Approved. 
 
Staff Report—Luke Stultz 
Our lease is up for renewal this month. Bethel Church has requested a raise to $200 per month, including 3 events in the 
gym at no charge. Two-year lease. Geneva moved to approve the new lease. Matt seconded. Approved. 



Luke attended the meeting on Feb. 5 about the proposed Hennepin County service office at 2225 E. Lake. The County will 
buy the land from the Mpls School Board, and build a new facility with housing, and more room for the farmers' market. 
CAC meetings for the Park Board's proposed South Area Master Plan are scheduled. 
West of the Rails meets next on February 24, at Carbone's. 
Elizabeth Glidden writes that the former bowling alley at 41st & Bloomington will be sold to Jardin Magico, for a child care 
facility and administrative offices. Also, she has asked whether the City would consider buying 3801 Bloomington, and 
learned that the City can put off demolishing the building while we examine our options, unless the State believes 
demolition is necessary. Glidden awaits CPED's answers, and will pass them on to the board. 
 
Neal moved to adjourn, Matt seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 8:39 PM. 


