
Annual Meeting of the Bancroft Neighborhood Association 
November 14, 2013 

 
Present: Neal Baxter, Kyle Gaffaney, Joe Hatch, Sara Luoma, Evette McCarthy, Mark Sauter, Matt 
Toburen, Keith Twist, Julie Zamora; Luke Stultz, Community Organizer, and neighbors 
 
President Hatch called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM, and asked Board members to introduce 
themselves. 
 
Approval of  the Agenda—Joe Hatch 
Sara moved the agenda; Kyle seconded. Approved. 
 
Approval of the November 2012 Minutes—Neal Baxter 
Sara moved to approve, Matt seconded. Approved. 
 
Current Ward Initiatives—Elizabeth Glidden 
Our City Council member had the following comments:  
Tiny Diner hopes to conclude construction by Dec. 31. 
Work on the Southern Bike Connection is underway, as are improvements along the River-Lake 
Greenway. The new median at 40th & Cedar addresses safety concerns neighbors have raised about that 
intersection.  
We are very lucky that Seward Co-op wants to open a grocery hereabouts. They have been listening to 
concerns of those living near 3rd Avenue and 38th Street, and seem very accomodating. 
38th & Chicago is “an up & coming business corner”, according to a local magazine. The market is our 
best ally for restoring the corner. Glidden wants to see a housing development there, too. 
She spoke about the proposed transit hub at 35W & Lake Street. The whole corridor from downtown to 
Lakeville will benefit, as will the neighborhood. 
Glidden also answered questions about the problem properties along Bloomington Avenue. The owner 
of the “Red Corner” has “checked out” and is asking more for the property than it's worth. As for the 
old bowling alley, the City has recently assessed a Vacant & Boarded fee, and the owner wants to 
extricate himself from the contract for deed with the church. 
 
Mural at Green Central School—Candida Gonzalez 
The mural was developed and painted by the community. Work on the project knit a social bond among 
the neighbors. Candida showed pictures of participants, and urged Bancroft residents to design our own 
mural.  
 
Bancroft School—Leah Lewis-Frazier 
Leah has taught at Bancroft for 12 years, and was a student there, too. With the new International 
Baccalaureate program, Bancroft's attendance is growing fast. The school will add 2 classrooms soon. 
Susan Francis is IB coordinator. Bancroft is a wonderful school. Come visit us! 
 
Green Initiatives Committee—Mark Sauter 
The committee supervised the Bethel garden plots again this year, and worked on the Meridian Garden 
at 38th & 12th Avenue. With more members we can do even more. 
 
Commercial Development Committee—Evette McCarthy 
3744 Bloomington is filling up with tenants. We continue to connect property owners with potential 
businesses. 



Luke added that the soccer field behind El Colegio was paid for in part with $5000 from BNA. And the 
Great Streets grant program has funded newer facades all across Bancroft. The BNA will apply for 
renewal of our status as administrators of this fund.  
 
Treasurer's Report—Kyle Gaffaney 
The fiscal statement shows a $9000 profit, not “profit” but money from the City which we will put to 
work in the neighborhood soon. Our finances are in good order thanks to Luke, our Community 
Organizer. 
 
Board Elections—Joe Hatch 
Nine positions on the Bancroft board are available. Mark, Kyle and Keith offered themselves for re-
election. Andy Hestness, Lisa Lindstrom, and Jess Rosenfeld expressed interest in election to the 
Board. At the suggestion of President Hatch, Neal moved a white ballot (all 6 candidates at once), and 
Evette seconded. Approved, and all 6 candidates were elected to the board for 2 years.  
 
Seward Co-op Update—LaDonna Redmond 
LaDonna presented the newest map of the site, and discussed the venture. The property will need re-
zoning from residential to commercial. Most of those living nearby have expressed concerns about 
property taxes and noise. The City requires 30% of the frontage along 38th Street be windows; Seward 
hopes to put seating along 38th Street, too. The store will be smaller than Seward's Franklin Avenue 
store, and will have 2 stories.  
 
Citizen's Climate Lobby—Stan Sattinger 
To have an effect on climate change, we need to organize. We thereby increase our effectiveness while 
keeping our spirits up during a long fight. Please join us! 
 
New/Old Business—Joe Hatch 
Joe expressed his and the board's satisfaction with Luke's splendid work as Community Organizer.  
 
Mark moved to adjourn, Evette seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 7:50 PM.  
 


