
  Minutes for Meeting of the Board of the Bancroft Neighborhood   

     Association, June 14, 2012 

 

Present: Neal Baxter, Kyle Gaffaney, Andy Hestness, Whitney Keiffer, Sara Luoma, 

Heidi Rivers Marshall, Detra Wilson Nimmegadda, Sandra Smith, Matt Toburen, Keith 

Twist, Shelby Williams, Mikki Denny Wright; Jilian Clearman, Community Organizer. 

 

President Luoma called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. As we had many guests, she 

invited everyone to introduce themselves. 

 

Agenda—Sara Luoma 

Andy moved consideration of the agenda; Sandra seconded. Approved. 

May Minutes—Neal Baxter 

Matt moved the minutes, as amended for errors; Heidi seconded. Approved. 

New Member of the Board—Mikki Denny Wright 

Mikki introduced herself. Until this spring Mikki served as coach of the soccer team 

of the University of Minnesota. She resigned in order to spend more time with her 

children, and on areas of interest to her. One of those areas of interest is Bancroft 

neighborhood. 

Neal nominated her for a position on the Bancroft Neighborhood Association Board; 

Matt seconded the nomination. Approved. 

Neighborhood Initiated Grant—Shelby Williams 

Shelby began describing her reasons for applying for a grant. A question was raised 

over how the Board approves proposals. Volunteers were sought for a committee to 

take on the responsibility of vetting proposals. Mikki, Sandra and Heidi volunteered. 

Shelby continued. On June 28 her residence, Bush Terrace, will hold a community-

building event, where residents will become better acquainted. Shelby's grant will ask 

for money for renting a card table, printing flyers and other non-food items. Total 

cost less than $500. Neal moved the following: 

That the Ad Hoc Committee ( Mikki, Sandra and Heidi) review the current proposal for 

Neighborhood Initiated Funds; Sandra seconded. Motion was amended to read: 

The Board will use CPP funds for this event, and a Bancroft banner will fly at the event. Approved. 

Spending Report—Sara Luoma 



Kyle reminded the Board that BNA, in addition to having several thousands of dollars to spend or 

allocate this summer, has also underspent on budgeted items to the tune of $10,000 this fiscal year. 

Sara allowed that the Green Initiative and Outreach Committees submitted proposals for spending 

more money during the next 18 months. The Executive Committee is still reviewing these 

submissions. Some have already been carried into effect (e.g., we've hired Ashii Webster for various 

jobs, and have purchased office equipment). 

As more guests had arrived since the meeting commenced, Sara asked them to introduce themselves. 

Cruz Family Foreclosure 

David Cruz and a family friend told how the family's house on Cedar became the focus of 

 demonstrations and arrests, after the family was evicted. Jilian added that the Executive Committee 

has given her leave to facilitate communication between neighbors and demonstrators. When Heidi 

asked how this might be done and from how many angles, Kyle moved that the next number of the 

Bancroft Banner include a piece explaining various sides of this situation. Sandra seconded. 

Approved. 

Treasurer's Report—Kyle Gaffaney 

BNA's books include $54,000 in Ruth Kincaid Funds. Keith Twist's employer, Ameriprise, gave a 

donation through him to the Association. Neal moved receipt of the Report; Matt seconded. 

Received and filed. 

Carrot Initiative—Sara Luoma 

Sara had 2 requests: 1) $5000 from the Board as a down payment on the old Furniture place on 38th 

& Chicago, and 2) another Board member interested in joining the board of Carrot Initiative.  

Discussion followed on the first request. Heidi moved that the BNA lend Carrot Initiative $5000; 

Whitney seconded. A friendly amendment was offered, that the Promissory Note must include a 

Security Interest  in the Purchase Agreement for the property. Approved as amended. 

Green Initiatives—Shelby Williams 

Lisa Cerney of Public Works approves, in principal, of placing recycling bins in Bancroft Meadows. 

Stan will write about energy-saving measures in the Banner. 

On July 2, the Committee will meet at Matt's Bar, then look at the street art on 34th & 19th Avenue. 

Commercial Development—Jilian Countryman 

The church at the Nokomis Lanes site is still working on the building, as far as one can determine. 

The Fire Department is trying to inspect 3801 Bloomington on the pretext of fire hazard. 

Outreach Committee—Andy Hestness 

The first Monday in the Meadows dinner spectacular occurred on June 11. Please sign up to host 

one. 

Sandra hosted a neighborhood listening session. One neighbor attended. 

Carrot Initiative—Sara Luoma (again) 



Heidi volunteered to serve on the board of the Carrot Initiative. 

Housing Committee—Whitney Keiffer 

Committee didn't meet this month. Usual time is the 3rd Monday in the month, at 6:30 PM. 

Community Organizer's Report—Jilian Countryman 

The CPP report is ready. Neal moved to approve the CPP budget; Heidi seconded. Approved. 

Chicago Fire Arts Center—Heather Doyle, et al. 

At this point, Sara determined that the group from the Chicago Fire Arts Center had waited long 

enough to present to the Board. CAFAC requests $5000 from BNA to replenish their highly 

successful scholarship. The scholarship has helped 31 students of all ages learn at the Center in 2 

years. They don't know yet whether State Arts Board funds the CAFAC has applied for will be 

awarded.  The Board turned this request over to the Neighborhood Initiated Grants Committee for 

consideration. 

Community Organizer's Report—Jilian Countryman (again) 

The annual Ice Cream Social will take place on July 19. 

Ballot Initiative—Shelby Williams 

Due to the late hour, Shelby moved to take up this item at the August meeting. Kyle seconded. 

Approved. 

New/Old Business 

Sandra mentioned that funding for Ashii Webster's position with the 38th & Chicago Business 

Association has run out. Can BNA help replenish the coffers? $4000 from each neighborhood would  

suffice for this year. 

Neal moved to change BNA's logo to a new one, designed by Ashii; Whitney seconded. Approved. 

Adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 


