
  Minutes for Meeting of the Board of the Bancroft Neighborhood Association 

      May 10, 2012 

 

Present: Neal Baxter, Kyle Gaffaney, Joe Hatch, Andy Hestness, Sara Luoma, Evette McCarthy, Mark 

Sauter, Matt Toburen, Keith Twist, Shelby Williams; Jilian Clearman, Community Organizer. 

 

President Luoma called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  

 

Approval of Agenda—Sara Luoma 

Neal moved the agenda, Mark seconded. Approved. 

 

Approval of March Minutes—Neal Baxter 

Mark moved the minutes, Andy seconded. Approved. 

Andy called attention to the erroneous month on the minutes (January), and moved to approve with 

April substituted. Evette seconded. Approved as amended. 

 

8th Ward Update—Council Member Elizabeth Glidden 

Southern Bike Connection—the median at 17th & 40th did in fact slow traffic, and pedestrians used it to 

advantage. 

Columbus Ave. garden site—Public Works Dept. owns the lot. The normal City policy is to leave lots 

alone if they could be built on. However, we might persuade the City to sell the property.  

Re-striping intersections along 42nd Street will commence soon. 

3801 Bloomington—a vacant property fee has been assessed ($8000). This fee in itself cannot alienate 

the property. Owner has paid property tax so far. The Fire Dept. wants to enter the building, and are 

looking for a legal basis for so doing. Inspections occur at 5-year intervals. No City action possible yet. 

Nokomis Lanes—Glidden encourages BNA to call the owner to say 1) we think the church hasn't 

maintained the property adequately, and 2) BNA is disappointed in the whole proceedings so far. 

Recycling Bins—contact Lisa Cernie about placing bins in Bancroft Meadows. 

 

Treasurer's Report—Kyle Gaffaney 

The City sent reimbursement of $20,000. Matt moved the Report, Joe seconded. Approved. 

Kyle told the Board that BNA has underspent. We especially need to spend more of our funds on: Staff, 

Professional Services, Supplies and Events, all by the end of June. And between July 2012 and December 

2013 BNA will need to spend $20,000 more than we are accustomed to. A discussion ensued over how 

to spend the $15,000 excess before June 30, 2012.Sara suggested that the committees meet before May 

21 (5 PM) and send Jilian their ideas. The Executive Committee will then approve a course of action 

when it meets in June. 

Andy suggested that the Treasurer's Reports for the next 18 months include a monthly average of the 

total we need to spend for the year, and how much we spent of it. 

Joe moved that the Executive spend these funds as that Committee sees fit; Evette seconded. 

Approved. 

Andy noted that BNA also enjoys a sum of $25,000 in a Transportation grant, which could serve as a 

nice down payment on a Nice Ride bike rack (total cost=$47,000). 

 

Green Committee—Shelby Williams 



El Colegio has asked for help developing their Patio, to the tune of $5000. 

Joe is working on a Community Power Grant ($5000) for recycling and compost bins. 

Neal will ask Lisa Cernie of the City about placing these bins in Bancroft Meadows. 

Mark accepted our award for “Best Community Garden in Minneapolis” from Metro Bloom. 

Community Development—Evette McCarthy 

Urban Touch barber shop and My Shoes want Facade Improvement Grants. 

Southside Clinic will not be opening in the old furniture store on 38th & Chicago. Sara described her tour 

of this same building with the Carrot Initiative folks; it's huge. Evette agreed that a grocery would not 

fit the site well. 

The 38th & Chicago Co-ordinating Committee has a mission statement. 

Gary Schiff will host a meet & greet on June 7, with zoning as the issue. 

As the former Nokomis Lanes is still an eye-sore, we should call the owner (Mark volunteered), and 

Jilian will contact the church that has supposedly moved in. 

Jilian added that Pupucería, a new Salvadoran restaurant, has opened at 42nd & Cedar. 

 

Outreach Committee—Andy Hestness 

Andy moved to substitute the mission statement, which he submitted to the Board's scrutiny, for the old 

one. Approved. 

Outreach has inaugurated what they call “Monday in the Meadows”, a weekly dinner-time gathering of 

neighbors. These food and information sessions will continue through Labor Day. 

 

Housing Committee—Joe Hatch 

Joe announced that the Committee meets on the 3rd Monday in each month. 

 

Overtime Policy-Matt Toburen 

Matt handed out a statement of a new policy. Joe moved this policy be accepted; Andy seconded. 

Approved. 

 

Ice Cream Social—Sara Luoma 

The event will take place on July 19, from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. Jilian will arrange the entertainment. 

 

Ballot  Initiatives—Shelby Williams 

Shelby moved to table discussion of the ballot initiatives moving their way through the Legislature. Joe  

seconded. Approved. 

 

Community Organizer's Report—Jilian Countryman 

The Police Department will sponsor a meeting on burglary; May 24, 7-8 PM. 

See the mini-library at 38th & 18th Avenue. 

We will change how subsequent numbers of the Banner are published. The printing firm (not selected 

yet) will handle all details. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

 


