
  Minutes for Meeting of the Board of the Bancroft Neighborhood Association 

     January 12, 2012 

 

Present: Neal Baxter, Danielle Dohmeier, Kyle Gaffaney, Andy Hestness, Whitney Kieffer,    

 Sara Luoma, Heidi Rivers Marshall, Evette McCarthy, Mark Sauter, Keith Twist, Matt 

 Toburen, Shelby Williams 

 Jilian Clearman, Community Organizer 

 

President Luoma called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. Next, she asked all present to introduce 

themselves. 

 

December Minutes—Neal Baxter 

Evette moved the agenda, Matt seconded. Approved. 

After minor revisions, Mark moved to approve the minutes as amended, Evette seconded. 

Approved. 

 

Board Training—Jilian Clearman 

Jilian Clearman handed out Board manuals to the new members, and discussed the agenda for the 

board training, which will take place on Sat., Jan. 14, 2012.  

Sara advised all members to bring their manuals to the training, as several items therein need 

updating. 

 

NRP Update—Andy Hestness 

No changes to report. 

 

38th & Cedar Sign Update—Andy Hestness 

A meeting has been scheduled to discuss a grant from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, on 

Wednesday, January 18, 2012, at the offices of Powderhorn Park Neighborhood Association.  

 

Treasurer's Report—Kyle Gaffney 

Kyle handed out copies of BNA's operating budget for 2010 through 2012, a balance sheet for 

December 2011 and a profit and loss statement for 2011. He noted in particular the following items: 

 

 1. In December BNA received $1500 to administer Facade Improvement grants. 

 2. BNA is due to receive at least $16,000 from the City for 2011. 

  

In response to a question about our phone and internet bill, Jilian reported that our contract with 

Qwest has another 18 months to run. BNA will suffer a penalty of $16 per month if we cancel the 

contract early. As Qwest (now CenturyLink) can offer us no better options, she will explore 

alternatives. 

 

 3. We have budgeted for an audit this year. BNA's loan & grant programs will need adjusting 

 soon. 



 4. We received an Intent to Levy letter from the Internal Revenue Service. Kyle learned from 

 the IRS office that we submitted our tax papers 4 months late. IRS has granted a requested 

 abatement, but hasn't sent the letter yet. 

  

Neal moved approval of the Profit & Loss sheet, Whitney seconded. Approved. 

Neal moved approval of the budget for 2012, Andy seconded. Approved. 

 

Green Committee—Shelby Williams 

---A representative from Parks for People is coming to speak to the Committee at our February 

meeting, and will speak briefly before the BNA board immediately thereafter. Green Committee 

hopes Reed Aubin of El Colegio can also attend that discussion. 

---Committee regrets to have received rather late notice from Hawthorne N.A., requesting a 

comment from us about a matter of immediate concern to them. With a bit more notice we might 

have helped them. 

---Committee will be in contact with Sean Murphy of the City about constructing and opening the 

Southern Bike Connection along 17th Avenue. 

---Greens are also looking into graffiti abatement measures, both how to report and how to prevent 

graffiti. 

 

Commercial Development—Evette McCarthy 

---Not much change to report, as the committee did not meet in December.  

---A new shop, Suna Scents, has opened at 14th Avenue & 38th Street. The owner will join the 38th 

& Chicago Business Association. 

---Southside Clinic will learn in April whether they have won a grant from the State of Minnesota, 

which will facilitate their planned move from 35th & 3rd Avenue to 38th & Chicago. 

---A “customer” recently sabotaged the wireless connection at the Blue Ox coffee shop. 

---Stabby's, and a few other storefronts, still vacant. Nothing to report about the restaurant 

scheduled to open at 11th Avenue & 38th Street. 

 

Outreach Committee—Andy Hestness 

Nothing new to report. 

 

Housing Committee—Whitney Kieffer 

The committee's biggest goal for the year is to have an informational open house for real estate 

agents, in April, to promote Bancroft. 

 

Community Organizer's Report—Jilian Clearman 

---The Eighth Ward Community Leader Award will be given on February 24 by Councilmember 

Glidden. Nominations are due by February 13. Please send them directly to Glidden's office or to 

Jilian. 

---The City's Public Works Department has scheduled re-surfacing for 38th Street in 2012. 

However, if Xcel Energy agrees to bury their proposed power line (along the Midtown Greenway), 

the Department will resurface 28th Street this year instead and bury the power line under that 



street. Work on 38th Street will wait then until 2013. 

Andy pointed out that Xcel has just agreed to bury their line. So expect the 38th Street work to 

happen in 2013. 

---Wing Young Huie, a photographer who has opened a studio at 38th & Chicago, will begin a new 

photographic essay about our neighborhood, We Are the Other. He intends to document 

conversations among people who have little contact with each other. Photo sessions to begin August 

1. He has requested BNA write a letter of support, which will help him secure funding for the 

project. 

Andy suggested that the Executive Committee and Jilian write the letter. Mark moved to write said 

letter, Kyle seconded. Approved. 

---Jilian gave us a look at the agenda for the board training on January 14.  

 

New or Old Business—Sara Luoma 

None 

 

Evette moved to adjourn, Mark seconded. Approved, at 8:03 PM. 


