
Meeting of the Bancroft Neighborhood Association Board 
September 8, 2011 

 
Present: Neal Baxter, Whitney Kieffer, Sara Luoma, Evette McCarthy, Keith Twist (no quorum), Jessica 
Rosenberg 
Absent: Matthew Ayres, Andy Hestness, George (Bud) Moore, Mike Simons, Ryan Sturtz, Matthew 
Toburen 

Vice President Luoma called the meeting to order at 7:11 PM. 
  
The Board examined the minutes from our August meeting. Sara moved to approve the minutes and 
Whitney seconded. Approved. 
 
Treasurer's Report—Keith Twist 
Bancroft realized 41 cents income in August. Everything in order. Neal moved to approve the report, 
Evette seconded. Approved. 
 
Jessica reminded us that the Finance Committee will meet a week early this month, on Sept. 21. 
 
38th & Chicago Update—Evette McCarthy 
a. A prayer vigil in response to a recent stabbing on the corner replaced the planned Barbecue  Festival 
in the church parking lot. A video of the vigil can be seen on YouTube, at 38thandChicagoPrayerVigil 
b. October 1 is the new date for the Barbecue Festival. Promotion will include a website. All the food 
will be donated and free to the public. 
c. Ashii Webster is the new coordinator for the 38th & Chicago Business Association. She was  
to meet the Board tonight but severely injured her hand. 
d. The new Mexican restaurant, Mi Sinaloa, is open and the food is wonderful. The Blue Ox, our corner 
coffee house, is also in business. 
e. The Business Association is looking into more lighting and planters to enhance the corner. They also 
are looking into a City Special Services District for the corner, which will make 38th & Chicago a more 
distinct and identifiable destination. 
 
Green Initiatives Committee—Sara Luoma & Neal Baxter 
a. Sara reported success in recruiting Committee member Shelby to run for a seat on the Board.  
Also, the Committee is working on a tour of a recycling plant, community composting (either  
house-by-house or with compost drops in strategic spots) and placing a recycling bin in  Bancroft 
Meadows. The Committee is also looking into a rumor that the City may begin a  single-stream 
recycling pilot program. 
b. Neal reported that Bancroft School has no plans at this time to convert part of its yard into a 
community garden. And the City's Angela Brenny, who is monitoring a pilot composting program in 
several neighborhoods, told Neal that her office intends to continue collecting data on the program 
before expanding or approving it for City-wide use. 
 
Commercial Development—Evette McCarthy & Jessica Rosenberg 

The long-awaited Commercial Improvement Matching Grant is completed and at least 2 
businesses are doing work eligible for the expanded funds. 
According to the City, Bancroft has $9000 left in our Commercial Development fund; this number does 



not include the funds BNA moved into this fund with the approval of neighbors at our special meeting 
in April 2010.  
After discussing at length how to proceed with speedy approval of the Grant and application (lacking a 
quorum sufficient for a vote), the Board agreed to advise all members that the Grant will be posted on 
the wall outside the BNA office for one week. Members will be asked by e-mail to stop by the office, 
read 1) the Grant, and 2) a proposal to extend the BNA Commercial Development contract now in 
place until December 31, 2013, and vote on both measures.  
Whether to amend the BNA by-laws to explicitly allow voting other than at regular Board  meetings 
(email voting, call-in, proxies, etc.) was also discussed.  
 

Outreach—Whitney Kieffer 
Whitney will host a second Listening Session at her house on Oct. 4. The Committee adopted the 
“listening” meeting approach as a way of hearing in more detail  and depth what neighborhood 
residents have on their minds. This approach had the added appeal of drawing in more responses than 
paper surveys left at residences seem to do. 
A discussion followed about the effectiveness of various ways to reach our neighbors. 
 

Housing Committee--Jessica Rosenberg 
The effectiveness of this Committee received a boost this past month, when 2 new members  joined. 
One is a real estate lawyer, who specializes in foreclosure prevention, the other a past Board member 
very interested in promoting the houses in this area.  
 

Community Organizer's Report--Jessica Rosenberg 
a. Two applications for home improvement loans are now in the office of GHMC (at 38th & Cedar), 
BNA's agent for this program. And Jessica will soon talk with TCF Bank staff about their role in BNA's 
housing improvement package. 
b. Tip Top Salon and Southside Farm Store are working on Facade Improvement grant applications.  
c. The site of Furniture Liquidators, long vacant, has potential as a grocery or co-op. Ashii Webster, 
coordinator for the 38th & Chicago Business Association, has begun asking grocery chains and co-ops 
about moving a branch of their operations into the vacant building. 
d. The Country Boy site was purchased for a clothing store. 
e. The former Nokomis Bowling Alley has been modified by its current owner. 
f. Mi Sinaloa, a new Mexican restaurant at 38th & Chicago, has opened and the food is wonderful.  
g. Jessica is working with Urban Arts Academy on more funding streams for their work. 
h. The multi-neighborhood task force looking to increase cooperation among the City's neighborhood 
associations has received a planning grant from the McKnight Foundation, which will help the group 
study how to move forward and hire a consultant to oversee the project. The task force will meet 
again this month.  
i. Jessica asked members to write articles for the Bancroft Banner encouraging our neighbors to join 
the Board. Discussed board elections and transitions at Annual Meeting 
j. Elections will soon be held for the NRP Policy Board. 
k. Jessica asked the Board to think about a policy for selling ads in the Bancroft Banner, what to charge 
and how much space the ads should fill. The Board will discuss this matter at our next meeting. 
l. Upcoming events in the area include the Garage Sale, and BNA's annual meeting. 
 
Neal moved to adjourn, Evette seconded. Approved, at 8:33 PM. 


