Bancroft Neighborhood Association

Meeting Minutes

Thursday January 14th, 2010
Present:  Matthew Ayers, Neal Baxter, Emmett Bryant, Holly Hinman, George Moore, Jacque Passow, Rebecca Rayman, Daniel Rauchman, Mike Simons, Ryan Sturtz,  Keith Twist, Julie Zamora, Andy Hegtness, Sara Berke, Todd Byers, Sarah Moleski, Bill Wood
Absent:   Evette McCarthy, Chris Little, Celia Kutz
Meeting called to order by Jacque Passow at 7:00 PM  
****


Ward 8 Quarterly Update – Elizabeth Gliden

Elizabeth Gliden provided her quarterly updates.  The Ward 8 Community Leaders award will occur next month, so she is requesting nominations.  There is an open voluntary position for the city’s Capital Long-Range Improvement Committee and she is seeking interested and qualified candidates.  The city approved the RiverLake greenway which will transform 40th Street to be more useable for bikes and pedestrians.  As a result of this change, cars would not be able to cross the city on this street.  She also provided an update on the budget that the proposed tax levy is reduced and that the impact to the police budget was reduced due to additional federal funds.   
****

Approval of BNA Board Minutes

MOTION to approve the October 2009 BNA board minutes; seconded and passed.

MOTION to approve the December 2009 BNA board minutes; seconded and passed.

****

Treasurer’s Report
Daniel Rauchman noted that the financial statements were available due to problems with the BNA office computer. Our bookkeeper Betsy has reconciled the checking and savings accounts.   The petty cash account should be reconciled next month. Betsy did great work reconciling our records and submitting request for completed contracts. Daniel discussed the low balances for our account and the concerns about cover items like rent and salary.

Jacque Passow also noted they have requested expedited processing on the contract reimbursements that Betsy identified.  She also indicated we will be having a neighborhood meeting in March to approve a NRP Phase 2 plan modification to move $18,000 to help cover operating expenses.  
****
Ward 8 Community Leaders Nominations

Jacque discussed if there were any nominations for this award.  She presented the option of nominating the coaches from Phelps Park.  They were working with the Phelps Activity Council that have provided after school and summer programming for local youth.  Their team recently won the 2009 AAU National championships 
Motion by Danial Rauchman to have BNA nominate these coaches from the Phelps Activity Council for the Ward 8 – Community Leaders.  Seconded by Matt Ayres.  Passed

Neal Baxter was selected to submit this nomination.

****


38th & Chicago Business Association

Emmett Bryant gave an update on the 38th & Chicago Business Association.  Crime has been down for the past year.  Also Derkes closed down.  He also discussed the use of the facade grant that has used to improve several businesses on that block. 
****

Printer Update

Mike Simons provides an update on the BNA printer.   The Epson printer was replaced with a new Kodak printer.  The ink cartridges for the Kodak printer have a more affordable price of $6.   Jacque Passow noted that it is still cheaper to photocopy when multiple copies are needed.

****

Community Organizer Report
Jacque Passow provided an update since Celia is in Mexico until the end of March. She requested board members to update their information.  She also noted that if an inquiry occurs for a board member’s information that you should take a message rather than releasing the board member’s contact information.   Also, the BNA’s web site could use some updating if anyone has that ability.   Jacque also discussed the association’s committees.  She indicated board members should serve on at least 1 committee.  Committees include Personnel Committee, Financial (NRP & NCEC) Committee, Outreach Committee, Transportation Committee and Gardening Committee. 
****
Board Training Reminder

Jacque reminded the board that a board training session will occur on 2/6/10 from 10-3PM.  This training will be lead by Celia

****

New Business/Old Business. 

George Moore discussed the city’s Capital Long-Range Capital Improvement committee.  Neal Baxter volunteered to represent the neighborhood.  

Daniel Rauchman gave an update on changes for the home loan program.  This program will now require a full appraisal.

****

Transportation Committee

George Moore said the committee discussed a North-South bikeway through our Neighborhood that is being considered by the city.  The options include Bloomington Avenue or 17th Avenue.  Jacque Passow suggested we discuss this during our March meeting.  Other board members suggested that 17th Avenue is better due to less traffic and a wider space. 

****

New Business/Old Business. 

Todd Byers, a neighborhood resident brought up the request to establish a dog park in the Bancroft Meadows Area, as this area is currently being utilized by many dog owners.   Mike Simons asked why it could not remain an unofficial dog park.  Todd indicated that one of the dog owners did recently receive a ticket.  Bill Wood, also a neighborhood resident stated park police only respond to complaint s.  Bill also suggested that creating a dog park at this location would bring positive activities to this space.  He noted that the ticket that was issued drove dog owners to other locations.  George Moore noted that the December discussion concluded that this space was not a formal park.  Matthew Ayres suggested we should get input from public works.  Mike brought up some concerns of neighbors of the park.  Bill indicated that they are interested in finding a dog park but it would not have to be that specific location.  It was decided that a committee would be set up to review this issue.  
****

Motion to adjourn at 8:30, passed 
Respectfully submitted:

____________________


_____________________



Jacque Passow, President                                  Keith Twist, Secretary
