Bancroft Neighborhood Association

Meeting Minutes

Thursday February 11, 2010
Present:  Matthew Ayres, Neal Baxter, Emmett Bryant, Holly Hinman, George Moore, Jacque Passow, Rebecca Rayman, Daniel Rauchman, Mike Simons, Ryan Sturtz, Keith Twist, Andy Hestness, Evette McCarthy, Celia Kutz
Absent:   Julie Zamora
Meeting called to order by Jacque Passow at 7:03 PM  
****


Motion to approve the February 11, 2010 BNA board agenda, seconded and passed.

A request was made to have board minutes distributed by e-mail.  This will occur going forward.

****

Treasure’s Report: 

Daniel reported that while the current bank account balances total about $3,000, we will receive almost $19,000, from the NRP disbursement submission made in December; the delay in receiving the money is because the November 2009 NRP Plan Modifications need to be signed/approved by NRP and the City; as soon as that process is complete, we will receive the money and anticipate that will be in March or April.  BNA will have enough money to meet our financial commitments until that time and we will be in a good financial position once the additional NRP Plan Modifications are approved at the neighborhood meeting in April.  
MOTION to approve the Treasure’s Repot; Seconded and Passed.

****

Review of January Board Minutes:

Corrections were made for the spelling of Elizabeth Glidden and Matthew Ayres.

Motion to approve the January 2010 BNA board minutes; seconded and passed

****


Board Training Overview:
Jacque shared a summary of the training that took place on February 6, 2010; compliments to Celia for doing a good job facilitating the training.  

Jacque introduced Andy Hestness, who has expressed interest in joining the BNA Board.  Andy provided additional information about himself and reaffirmed his interest in joining the board.  

Motion by Mike Simons to appoint Andy Hestness to the BNA board of directors; motion, seconded by Matthew Ayres; unanimous approval.

****

Green Initiatives Committee: 
George will be the chairman for this committee; Holly provided the committee summary developed at the board training.  This committee will meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:15PM in Bethel Lutheran Church.  The stated the goals of the committee are as follows:  providing input on the River-Lake Greenway and the North-South bikeway, responding to green initiatives; and supporting the community gardens.  Committee members include Neal Baxter, Ryan Sturtz, George Moore, Holly Hinman, Rebecca Rayman, Andy Hestness.  
****

Financial Committee:

Daniel will be the chairman for this committee.  This committee will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Bethel Church.  The stated goals of this committee are to implement and monitor the approved budget, monitor funding resources (NRP, NCEC, grants and donations), develop the presentation for the neighborhood meeting in April (budget and NRP Plan Modifications), and develop the second housing program using the NRP Phase II housing funds.  The participants will include Daniel Rauchman, Jacque Passow, Mike Simons, Andy Hestness, and Keith Twist.  
****

Commercial Committee

Committee chairperson:  ______________________.  This committee will meet prior to the 38th Street Business Association, which occurs on the 1st Wednesday each month from 1-2 p.m. at locations to be designated.  The goals of this committee are to keep BNA involved and informed regarding developments and activity by the Small Area Plan Implementation Committee, Facade Improvement Design grants, 38th and Chicago Business Association, commercial grants and assisting neighborhood businesses.  The participants of this committee include Neal Baxter, Emmett Bryant, Evette McCarthy and Danial Rauchman.  
****

Outreach Committee

This committee’s members will include Emmett Bryant, Matthew Ayres and Ryan Stutz.  The goals of this committee include continuing to work with residents in the community regarding development of a dog park as well as directing neighborhood events.  

Matthew provided an update about the dog park; he and Elizabeth Glidden met with Public Works; concerns expressed about runoff and protecting the waterway and it seems unlikely that a portion of the Bancroft Meadows will be able to become a permanent dog park.  The Kingfield and Bryant neighborhoods are also interested in establishing a dog park.  We are the only district in the city without a dog park.  Matt provided an update via e-mail to the other members of the dog park subcommittee.

****

Long Term Budget

Daniel presented and briefly reviewed the proposed 4-year budget that was completed by the bookkeeper, Betsy.  There was discussion about BNA’s cash flow, future funding, administrative expenses and the remaining NRP Phase II funds that are designated for housing.  Daniel also stated that the detailed proposed budget completed by Betsy will be reviewed in more detail at the next board meeting.
There was discussion and agreement that the budget and NRP Plan Modifications need to be presented to the neighborhood at the April meeting in an easy to understand fashion and in a way that will allow for neighborhood input and decision about how we spend the remaining NRP funds.  There was discussion about notice to the neighborhood for the April meeting; notice is in the from of the cover story in the Winter edition of the Bancroft Banner that will be mailed out next week and the event will be posted on the BNA’s Facebook page.  All board members were encouraged to invite their neighbors so that we have good neighborhood representation at the April meeting.  
The financial committee will meet before the March board meeting to prepare the budget and plan modification presentation.

****
Brainstorm:  Plan Modifications
Celia shared the ideas that were raised during the brainstorming session at the board training on February 6, 2010.  The ideas included putting supporting housing (senior, low income and energy efficiency), commercial (expanding the commercial grant to include interior as well as façade work), community initiated grants, events (garage sale, plant sale) and greening efforts (greening/transportation; bike trails). 


***
Community Initiated Grant Request/Proposal from Sunshine Tree Development Center

Evette grant request is to provide funding to the non-profit organization, Sunshine Tree Development Center, which is a community day-care provider.  The projects that Sunshine Tree is seeking funding for include: printing of the mandatory parent handbooks and staff handbooks; transportation funding needs; and first aid & CPR training; estimated costs are in the attached grant request/proposal.  Evette discussed how most of the families using this daycare have limited financial resources.  Mike Simons suggested his daughter is a certified CPR instructor and might be able to provide the CPR training for Sunshine Tree staff and interested neighborhood residents.  Jacque discussed the limited finances of the neighborhood until the NRP Plan Modifications are completed in April and the need to confirm that these types of items can be paid for by NRP funds, so that the board can decide how to proceed.  This item remains tabled.  
****

Small Area Implementation Committee
Daniel provided an update from this committee.  He indicated that they would be starting interviews for a staff person this month. 
****

Facade Improvement Update

Celia provided an update of this grant.  She noted the façade improvements at Cup Foods (38th & Chicago), Main Street Market (37th and Chicago) have been completed and other projects are near completion.  She also noted the need to put parameters on this grant to ensure no modifications to the façade occur for a period of time; this resulted after the Main Street Market re-installed the bars on the new laminated doors and windows and there have been community questions and concerns expressed regarding signage at Cup Foods and Main Street Market.  
****

Motion to adjourn at 8:30, passed 
Respectfully submitted:

____________________


_____________________



Jacque Passow, President                                  Keith Twist, Secretary
D:\Documents and Settings\JPASSOW.BBADS\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\EOLB9KJN\Feb_11_minutes[1].doc
BNA February 2010 Minutes
3

