Bancroft Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, June 12th, 2009

Present:  Neal Baxter, Mandy Ellerton, Holly Hinman, Ryan Johnson, Paul Kjornes, Celia Kutz, George Moore, Jacque Passow, Rebecca Rayman, Daniel Rauchman, Julie Zamora

Absent:  Matthew Ayers, Emmett Bryant, Chris Little, Ep Law, Mike Simons
Guests:  Ashley Coleman, Lynn Coleman
Meeting called to order by Julie Zamora at 7:02
****


Mandy Ellerton motions to approve the April and May minutes; George Moore seconded, passed

****

Ashley Coleman, proprietor of Diva Rags, and her mother Lynn Coleman presented the “Diva Suave Initiative.”  She is in the process of creating a new 501c3 organization but she is in need of a fiscal agent that can act as a bookkeeper/ liaison.  As it stands we would act as the fiscal agent and she would be allowed to use our name.  
-Ashley has a proven track record for creating and implementing successful youth oriented programs and has a strong dedication to helping the community

Jackie Passow motions to approve Bancroft Neighborhood to become the fiscal agent for the “Diva Suave Initiative”
Concern about the status of Diva Rags as a “for profit company” acting as a “non-profit”

Celia Kutz will ask Ashley Coleman to draft a report as to what types of grants she is expecting

George Moore Motions:  BNA agrees to act as the fiscal agent for grants applied for by “Diva Suave Initiative,” under the condition each specific grant proposal shall be approved individually by the BNA before submitted to the grantor; Mandy Ellerton seconded; passed
****

Paul Kjornes from Nokomis Lanes 
Determined that the bowling alley is not profitable and as a result has begun selling all interior items.  Currently he is offering the lease for $6.50-7.50 per square foot.  Considering breaking down the building into three separate units in which he would need to open a south entrance.  Interested proprietors are Old Country Buffett, two separate Dollar Stores, Red Owl Auto Parts, and an undisclosed grocery store.

Celia Kutz is going to contact Leonardo’s Basement to inform them of the above

****

Phelps Activities Council submitted a request for monetary support to purchase new baseball jerseys.  
Rebecca Rayman motions to approve a $600 donation to be taken from NRP funds, Mandy Ellerton seconded; passed.
****

Treasuries Report presented by Celia Kutz in the absence of Mike Simmons
Mandy Ellerton motions to approve, seconded, Passed 
Prior to the board meeting Mike Simmons made recommendation to remove all checks from Quickbooks that have not been cashed in six months.
****

Façade Improvement update (please see community director report (attached) 
****

NCEC
Mandy Ellerton motions to nominate Jacque Passow as our NCEC representative, Jacque Passow motions to nominate Neal Baxter as the backup, seconded; passed
****

Outreach Committee
Midsummer Festival
-Mandy Ellerton publically requested Rebecca Rayman to create a flyer for the Midsummer Festival

-Holly Hinman volunteered (herself and her husband) to help with set up and take down

-Discussion around budget for this years Midsummer Festival and determined that $1,000 was last years budget and would be again this year

Block leader training was not a huge turnout but those that did turn out were very excited and ready to go
****
Transportation Committee

George Moore gave an update that the city is going to pursue the traffic calming on 40th St. between Chicago Ave and Bloomington.
****

NRP
Jacque Passow review the former contract for home loan program.  Mike Simmons was working directly with TCF to establish the new program and the guidelines regarding our ability to override a denial.  Meeting in August with TCF to discuss further detail

****

Park Board Referndum
Neal Baxtor attended meeting which was well attended and resulted in removing from the ballot the option of abolishing the park board and replacing it with a city administrator.
****

Mandy Ellerton motions to approve Jodi Fenlon to the BNA Board for the remainder of the 2009 term; Neal Baxter seconded; passed

****

George Moore reminds the board that the bylaws state if a member of the board does not show up for three consecutive meetings without notice to the president their seat is deemed vacant.  This is very valid concern to insure the board has a quorum each month—to be discussed again in August meeting
*****
Jacque Passow briefly described a situation with a Southside Philadelphia group that is using vacant office space to be converted to artist quarters.  Nokomis mall would be a possible candidate for such a project.
****

Neal Baxter motions to adjourn, seconded; Julie Zamora adjourned at 8:53
Respectfully submitted:

____________________                                   ________________________
Julie Zamora, President                                      Daniel Rauchman, Secretary
